
Welcome to St. Peter Lutheran Church 
The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost, August 3, 2025 

In-Person Worship: St Peter at 9:00 am 
Facebook Live, 9:00 a.m. at “St Peter Lutheran Church” 

You Tube (Live) at “St Peters Lutheran Church Rockwell, IA” 
Church Office: 641-822-3101     Email: stpeter@netins.net 

 
Confession and Forgiveness (Please Stand) 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
 
Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Merciful God, 
you free us to love others, 
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, 
and generosity, 
but we grow weary in doing what is right. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Do not give up on us. 
Heal us, break our bonds, 
and show us the path of life. 
Amen. 
You belong to Christ Jesus 
and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of ☩ Christ, 

and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 
Amen. 

 
Gathering Hymn:  ELW #393 “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!” 
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Greeting (ELW p. 213) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.                                                       
 
Prayer of the Day 
Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to 
love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is 
precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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The Canticle of Praise  
 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, good-will to all the earth. 
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

We exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 
FIRST READING: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 
The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that working for mere 
accumulation of wealth turns life into an empty game, a “vanity of vanities.”  
 
Nevertheless, he asserts in the next verse, it is good to find enjoyment in one’s work 
because such enjoyment is a gift from God. 
 2 Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, 
  vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 
 
  12 I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13 I applied my mind to seek and 
to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that 
God has given to humans to be busy with. 14 I saw all the deeds that are done under 
the sun, and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind. 
 
 2:18 I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to 
my successor, 19 and who knows whether he will be wise or foolish? Yet he will be 
master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 
20 So I turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors 
under the sun, 21 because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge 
and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is 
vanity and a great evil. 22 What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with which 
they toil under the sun? 23 For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; 
even at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity. 

Word of God, Word Life. Thanks be to God! 

PSALM:   Psalm 49:1-12 
My mouth shall speak of wisdom. (Ps. 49:3) 
 1 Hear this, all you peoples; 
  give ear, all you who dwell in the world, 
 2 you of high degree and low, 
  rich and poor together. 
 3 My mouth shall speak of wisdom, 
  and my heart shall meditate on understanding. 
 4 I will incline my ear to a proverb 
  and set forth my riddle upon the harp.  
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    5 Why should I be afraid in evil days, 
  when the wickedness of those at my heels surrounds me, 
 6 the wickedness of those who put their trust in their own prowess, 
  and boast of their great riches? 
 7 One can never redeem another, 
  or give to God the ransom for another’s life; 
 8 for the ransom of a life is so great 
  that there would never be enough to pay it, 
 9 in order to live forever and ever 
  and never see the grave. 
 10 For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stu-pid they perish 
  and leave their wealth to those who come after them. 
 11 Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places 
       from generation to |generation, 
  though they had named lands after themselves. 
 12 Even though honored, they cannot live forever; 
  they are like the beasts that perish.  
 
SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-11 
Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of our values. Just as the newly baptized 
shed their old clothes and put on new garments, so Christians are called to let go of 
greed and take hold of a life shaped by God’s love in Christ. 
 
1 So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not 
on the things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him 
in glory. 
  5 Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: sexual immorality, impurity, 
passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6 On account of these the wrath of 
God is coming on those who are disobedient. 7 These are the ways you also once 
followed, when you were living that life. 8 But now you must get rid of all such things: 
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to 
one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices 10 and have 
clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according 
to the image of its creator. 11 In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, 
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, enslaved and free, but Christ is 
all and in all! 
 
Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God! 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please Stand) 

 

Gospel: Luke 12:13-21 
In God’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable to warn against 
identifying the worth of one’s life with the value of one’s possessions rather than one’s 
relationship with God. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 12th Chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13 Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family 
inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or 
arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all 
kinds of greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 
16 Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17 And he 
thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 18 Then he 
said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store 
all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods 
laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! 
This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, 
whose will they be?’ 21 So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are 
not rich toward God.” 
 

 The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  (Please be seated)  
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

Sermon  
 

Hymn of the Day ELW #589 “All Depends on Our Possessing” 
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(Please Stand) 
Apostles’ Creed 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and  
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.                                 6 



 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
The Prayers:   
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our 
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. (Response to the 

petition “God of Grace, hear our prayer” 
 

“Lord, Listen to" Your Children Praying” ELW #752 
 

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord send your spirit to this place. 
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

 

(Leader will lead you in prayer, then sing again.) 
 
Please remember in your prayers: Mona Arends, Jo Thomas, Jenn Butler, DiAnne & 
Dave Severin, Lorna Thompson, Wendell & Dawn Thomas, Bob Brood, Audrey Harder, 
Kathleen Hansen, Larry Kruckenberg, Janet and Kevin Hoftiezer, Joan Petersen, Lon 
Peterson, Wendy Jorgensen, Seneca Echelberger and all who are homebound or 
hospitalized.                                         

 
"Please turn and greet your neighbor." 
 
Offering  
 
The Offertory: (Please Stand) #686 “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 
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Offering Prayer 
Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. 
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may 
work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught; 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will  
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive  
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 

and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn ELW #650”In Christ There Is No East or West” 

 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Church Streaming & Podcast License, size C (200-499), # CSPL071564 expiration date 6/30/2026 
Church Copyright License, Size C (200-499), #11231032 expiration date 6/30/2026 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
USHERS FOR AUGUST 
Rich Fjone, Matthew Fjone, Travis Butler & Families  
GREETERS FOR AUGUST 
Aaron & Sarah Petersen 
COMMUNION PREPARATION FOR AUGUST 
Jenn Butler 
ACOLYTES FOR AUGUST 
 
 

Today, August 3 the WOF (Women of Faith) will have a brunch (instead of coffee) following 
the church service in the Parish Hall.  We will be serving a cheese/egg casserole, fruit, 
muffins and coffee.  All are welcome to attend.  There will be a free will offering with all the 
proceeds going to the West Fork Food Pantry. 
 

Rocket Racers Recap Rocket Racers VBS was held from Tuesday, July 22, to 
Friday, July 25. We had over 20 racers join us for fun and learning about Jesus. Nightly 
sessions were led by the following people:  
      1. Brandie Witte and Janeen Robeoltman, with helpers Christy Meinders and Maci 
Berding, led arts and Crafts.  
      2. Angela Schmitt led Bible Study  
      3. Chelsey and Chris Morrison, with helper JT Litterer, led games 
      4. Music was led by Lana Schafer, Sarah Petersen, and Eden Kobliska  
Group leaders were Emma Litterer, Sophie Grant, and Jack Grant  
 
The VBS team would also like to thank the Women of Faith for providing a delicious 
meal each night. We also completed a mission project that collected donations for the 
West Fork Food Pantry over the course of the week. We were able to donate over 100 
items. We would also like to thank the Lewis Family for bringing their racecar and 
teaching the kids about racing. Also, thank you to anyone who donated time and or 
resources to Rocket Racers. Finally, we want to thank the parents for bringing the kids 
to Rocket Racers VBS and making it a successful week. Sunday School. 
 
News Sunday School will start Sunday, Sept 14, and will be held from 10-10:45. If you 
are interested in teaching or helping out as a Substitute teacher, or with any of the 
activities we do throughout the year, please reach out to Pam Litterer, Chelsey 
Morrison, or Brandie Witte. 
 
 
 

 
9 



Women of Faith will be serving coffee and goodies following the service. There is a 
signup sheet on the table at the back of church for anyone that would like to volunteer 
to bring food for coffee time.  Please come join us for treats and fellowship.  We would 
love to have more people come to the parish hall following church. 
 
The 58th Annual Chicken BBQ will be held on Sunday, August 10, 2025 from 11 am to 
2 pm @ Zeidler Park, Rockwell. Please come out and enjoy a chicken dinner and help 
support the Rockwell Aquatic Center. 
 
The Rockwell Community Nursing Home is reaching out for help delivering Meals on 
Wheels to residents of the community. This is a volunteer position, but we like to have 
a regular schedule so we know who is scheduled to do them is case of changes or 
illnesses. We would also like to have back up volunteers as well. The meals are usually 
ready to go at 11:15 am and we have roughly 6-8 residents who get them. We 
appreciate all of our volunteer and the community is very grateful to have this service 
for our local residents who are in need. If you have any questions and would like to 
volunteer please call us at 641-822-3203. 
 
Calendar for the Week 
 

 Sunday, August 3
rd

     9:00 am Worship Service  
10:00 am brunch being served following church 

Tuesday, August 5
th
                9:00 Quilter’s    

1:30 pm St Peter Circle 

Saturday, August 9
th
  7:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

Sunday, August 10
th
       9:00 am Worship Service with Communion  

10:00 am Coffee 
11:00 am – 2:00pm Chicken BBQ @ Zeilder Park 
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