
Welcome to St. Peter Lutheran Church 
The 14th Sunday of Pentecost, September 14, 2025 

In-Person Worship: St Peter at 9:00 am 
Facebook Live, 9:00 a.m. at “St Peter Lutheran Church” 

You Tube (Live) at “St Peters Lutheran Church Rockwell, IA” 
Church Office: 641-822-3101     Email: stpeter@netins.net 
Lay Minister Jason Grunklee: 641-990-9328 (call or text)  

Email: grunklee0)@gmail.com 
 
Confession and Forgiveness (Please Stand) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Merciful and loving God, 
we are your stiff-necked people. 
We trample on the needy. 
We grumble about your grace to others. 
We turn away from the poor. 
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost 
and have been found. 
Amen. 
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 
You who were lost have been found. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 

Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn:  ELW #807 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
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Greeting (ELW p. 213) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.                                      
 
Prayer of the Day 
O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those 
who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever  
is contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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The Canticle of Praise  
 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, good-will to all the earth. 
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

We exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 
FIRST READING: Exodus 32:7-14 
While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to 
worship. Today’s reading shows Moses as the mediator between an angry God and a 
sinful people. Moses reminds God that the Israelites are God’s own people, and boldly 
asks for mercy for them. 
 

7 The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of 
the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8 they have been quick to turn aside from the 
way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf and 
have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” 9 The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this 
people, how stiff-necked they are. 10 Now let me alone so that my wrath may burn hot 
against them and I may consume them, and of you I will make a great nation.” 
  11 But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath 
burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great 
power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent 
that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the 
face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring 
disaster on your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how 
you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants 
like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your 
descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14 And the LORD changed his mind 
about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 

Word of God, Word Life. Thanks be to God! 

PSALM:   Psalm 51:1-10 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love. (Ps. 51:1) 
 1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
3 For I know my offenses, 
  and my sin is ever before me. 
 4 Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.  
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   5 Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
 6 Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
 7 Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
 8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
 9 Hide your face from my sins, 
  and blot out all my wickedness. 
 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because they contain 
advice especially intended for leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, 
who once persecuted the church, is cited as evidence that even the most unworthy 
may become witnesses to the grace of God. 
 

12 I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he 
considered me faithful and appointed me to his service, 13 even though I was formerly a 
blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had 
acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the 
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is sure and worthy of full 
acceptance: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the 
foremost. 16 But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, 
Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience as an example to those who would 
come to believe in him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the 
only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God! 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please Stand)

 
Gospel: Luke 15:1-10 
Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found 
and sinners repenting. God takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so 
precious to God that their recovery brings joy in heaven. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 15th Chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2 And the 
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners 
and eats with them.” 
  3 So he told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and 
losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the 
one that is lost until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders 
and rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, 
saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, 
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 
righteous persons who need no repentance. 
 
  8 “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a 
lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she has 
found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I  
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have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of 
the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  (Please be seated)  

 

Children’s Sermon 
 

Sermon  
 

Hymn of the Day ELW #779 “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” 

(Please Stand) 
Apostles’ Creed 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and  
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
The Prayers:   
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our 
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. (Response to the 

petition. “God of grace, receive our prayer.” 
 

“Lord, Listen to" Your Children Praying” ELW #752 
 

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord send your spirit to this place. 
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

 

(Leader will lead you in prayer, then sing again.) 
 
Please remember in your prayers: Christine Foell, Mona Arends, Jo Thomas, Jenn 
Butler, DiAnne & Dave Severin, Lorna Thompson, Wendell & Dawn Thomas, Bob 
Brood, Audrey Harder, Kathleen Hansen, Larry Kruckenberg, Janet and Kevin 
Hoftiezer, Joan Petersen, Lon Peterson, Wendy Jorgensen, Seneca Echelberger, 
Jennifer Holbach, Renee Dahlen and all who are homebound or hospitalized.                                         

 
"Please turn and greet your neighbor." 
 
Offering  
 
The Offertory: (Please Stand) #686 “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 
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Offering Prayer 
Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. 
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may 
work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
Holy Communion 
 

Words of Institution: “In the night in which he was betrayed…“ 
 

The Lord’s Prayer: “Our Father, who art in heaven…” 
 

Communion Distribution (Please be seated) 

 
Prayer after Communion (Please stand) 

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides 
for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Blessing 
The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the 

hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn ELW #544 “Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing” 

 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Church Streaming & Podcast License, size C (200-499), #CSPL071564 expiration date 6/30/2026 
Church Copyright License, Size C (200-499), #11231032 expiration date 6/30/2026 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

USHERS FOR SEPTEMBER 
Brad, Logan, Bryce Engh, Roger Witte & Families  
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GREETERS FOR SEPTEMBER 
Mike & Cheryl Flatness 
COMMUNION PREPARATION FOR SEPTEMBER 
Andrea Engh 
ACOLYTES FOR SEPTEMBER 
Logan & Bryce Engh 
 
This morning Sunday, Sept 14, is the start for a new year of Sunday School. If you are 
interested in teaching or helping out as a Substitute teacher, or with any of the 
activities we do throughout the year, please reach out to Pam Litterer, Chelsey 
Morrison, or Brandie Witte. 
 
This morning Sunday, Sept 14, confirmation class will meet. 
 
COME PRAISE THE LORD WITH SONG!!  In September the adult choir will begin 
weekly practice.  We have a wonderful group of faithful singers but would love to have 
more people join us.  We practice upstairs right after the church service for about 30 
minutes.  You do not need to be a professional singer just someone that loves the Lord 
and wants to share that faith in song. 
 
The appreciation dinner will be held Sunday, September 28.  This is for Sunday 
School teachers, board members, musicians, LYO supervisors, custodial staff and 
others that are instrumental in keeping the church running smoothly.  Invitations will be 
sent with an attendance reply requested. 
 
Calendar for the Week 
 
 Sunday, September 14

th
      9:00 am Worship Service with Communion 

10:00 – 10:45 am Sunday School 
10:00 am Confirmation 
10:00 am Coffee 

Monday, September, 15
th
  2:00 pm Bingo @ Care Center 

Tuesday, September 16
th
               9:00 Quilter’s 

6:30 pm Bible Study 

Wednesday, September 17
th
  10:15 am Prayer Service Rockwell Care Center 

Sunday, September 21
st
   9:00 am Worship Service  

10:00 – 10:45 am Sunday School 
10:00 am Confirmation 
10:00 am Coffee 
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