Welcome to St. Peter Lutheran Church
Baptism of Our Lord, Sunday 11, 2026
In-Person Worship: St Peter at 9:00 am
Facebook Live, 9:00 a.m. at “St Peter Lutheran Church”
You Tube (Live) at “St Peters Lutheran Church Rockwell, IA”
Church Office: 641-822-3101 Email: stpeter@netins.net
Lay Minister Jason Grunklee: 641-990-9328 (call or text)
Email: grunkleeO@gmail.com

CALL TO WORSHIP (Please Stand)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God,
the Creator of heaven and earth,

the Word who spoke life into being,

the Wind stirring the waters.

Amen.

Confession and Forgiveness
Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God,

lover of justice,

you call us to life in community,

but we have served our own interests

at the expense of our neighbors.

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words,

but our hearts are far from you.

Turn us to seek your face.

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,
that we may do justice, love mercy,

and walk humbly with you, our God.

Amen.

The former things have passed away,

and new things God now declares:

Like a spring of water that never fails,

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in *+ Jesus’ name.

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,
and bless you with the gift of peace.

Amen.



Gathering Hymn: ELW #456 “Baptized in Water”

Baptized 1in Water
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prom - ise, faith - ful - ly now God’s praise we sing.
giv. - en, thank-ful - ly now God’s praise we sing.
chil - dren; joy - ful - ly now God’s praise we sing.

Text: Michael Saward, b. 1932

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune

Text © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Sweam, 11 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Greeting (ELW p. 213)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

The Canticle of Praise

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, good-will to all the earth.
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:
We exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Prayer of the Day

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and
anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their
calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.



(Please be seated)

FIRST READING: Isaiah 42:1-9

God'’s servant is endowed with God'’s spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. The
servant will not exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever
prevent the fulfilling of the servant’s task. God'’s old promises have been fulfilled; the
servant’s new assignment is to bring light to the nations.

" Here is my servant, whom | uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
| have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
“He will not cry out or lift up his voice
or make it heard in the street;
®a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
“He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth,
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
°Thus says God, the LORD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
°] am the LoRD; | have called you in righteousness;
| have taken you by the hand and kept you;
| have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
’to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
°| am the LoRD; that is my name;
my glory | give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.
’ See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things | now declare;
before they spring forth,
| tell you of them.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God!
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PSALM: Psalm 29
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3)

' Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
°Ascribe to the LorD the glory due God’s name;
worship the LoRD in the beauty of holiness.
*The voice of the LoRD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
“The voice of the Lorp is a powerful voice;
the voice of the LoORD is a voice of splendor.
°The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
°the LorRD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
"The voice of the LORD
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
®The voice of the LorD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
’ The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the LoRrRD all are crying, “Glory!”
"“The LoRrbD sits enthroned above the flood:;
the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.
" O LoRob, give strength to your people;
give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.

SECOND READING: Acts 10:34-43

Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and
proclaims the good news of God’s inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a
Roman centurion. As a result of Peter’s preaching, Cornelius and his family become
the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

** Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God
shows no partiality, ° but in every people anyone who fears him and practices
righteousness is acceptable to him. *° You know the message he sent to the people of
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. ' That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: *° how
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with
him. * We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put
him to death by hanging him on a tree, “’ but God raised him on the third day and
allowed him to appear, *' not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as
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witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. *“He
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by
God as judge of the living and the dead. “* All the prophets testify about him that
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation (Please Stand)
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Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17
Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and
identified publicly as God’s child.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 3™ Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

' Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. ** John would
have prevented him, saying, “| need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”
> But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill
all righteousness.” Then he consented. '° And when Jesus had been baptized, just as
he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw
God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. *" And a voice from the
heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. (Please be seated)
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Children’s Sermon

Sermon
Hymn of the Day ELW #445 “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters”

Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters
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1 Wash, O God, our sons and daugh-ters, where yvour cleans-ing wa- ters flow.
2 We  who bring them long for nur - ture; by vyour milk may we be fed.
2 Oh, how deep your ho-1ly wis - dom! Un - im - ag - ined. all your ways!
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Num - ber them a - mong your peo - ple; bless as  Christ blessed long a - go.
Let us join your feast, par-tak - ing cup of bless - ing, liv-ing bread.
To your name be glo - ry, hon - or! With our lives we wor-ship, praise!
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Weave them gar-ments bright and spark-ling; com-pass them with love and light.
God, re - new us, guide our foot - steps; free from sin and all its snares,
We your peo - ple stand be-fore you, wa - ter-washed and Spir-it - born.
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Fill, a - noint them; send your Spir - it, ho-ly dove and heart’'s de - light.
one with Christ in liv-ing, dy - ing, by your Spir - it, chil - dren. heirs.
By vyour grace, our lives we of - fern Re-cre - ate  us; God, trans - form!

Text: Ruth Duck, b, 1947

Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844

Text @ 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company, Nashville, TIN.
All rights reserved. International copyright secured. Used by permission.

Pruplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid hicense from copynight administrator,

(Please Stand)

Apostles’ Creed
With the whole church, let us confess our faith:
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the

living and the dead. 6



| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers:
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our

prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. (Response to the
petition. “Merciful God, receive our prayer.

“Lord, Listen to" Your Children Praying” ELW #752

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord send your spirit to this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us grace.

(Leader will lead you in prayer, then sing again.)
Please remember in your prayers: Christine Foell, Mona Arends, Jo Thomas, Jenn
Butler, DiAnne & Dave Severin, Lorna Thompson, Wendell & Dawn Thomas, Audrey
Harder, Kathleen Hansen, Larry Kruckenberg, Janet and Kevin Hoftiezer, Joan
Petersen, Lon Peterson, Wendy Jorgensen, Seneca Echelberger, Jill Watters, Renee
Dahlen, Diane Sterns and all who are homebound or hospitalized.
"Please turn and greet your neighbor."

Offering

The Offertory: (Please Stand) #686 “We Give Thee But Thine Own”

We Give Thee but Thine Own
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all that we have is thine a - lone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
and glad - iy, as thou bless -est us, o thee our first- fruits give.
to teach the way of life and peace-——it is a Christ~-like thing.
what-e’er we do for thine. O Lord, we do it un -~ to thee.

Text: William W, How, 18231897, alt,
Busic: FIEATH, L. Mason and G. Webb, Caatica Lauda, 1850



Offering Prayer

God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those
who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we
have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught;

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing
May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for

praise + bless you now and forever.
Amen

Sending Hymn ELW #800 “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart”

Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart
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Text: George Croly, 17801860
Music: MORFECAMEBE, Frederick . Atkinson. 1841189



Dismissal
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.

Church Streaming & Podcast License, size C (200-499), #CSPL071564 expiration date 6/30/2026
Church Copyright License, Size C (200-499), #11231032 expiration date 6/30/2026

ANNOUNCEMENTS

USHERS FOR JANUARY

Shane Heft, Tyler, Layton and Huston Christopherson & Families
GREETERS FOR JANUARY

Dave & Christy Meinders

COMMUNION PREPARATION FOR JANUARY

Christy Meinders

ACOLYTES FOR JANUARY

Avery Kothenbeutel & Allee Butler

The annual meeting will be held immediately following the service on Sunday,
January 18, 2025.

Sunday School News:
There will be NO Sunday School, confirmation or coffee on Sunday, January 18",

Calendar for the Week

Sunday, January 11" 9:00 am Worship Service
10:00 am Coffee

10:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Confirmation

Tuesday, December 13" 9:00 Quilter’s
6:30 pm Bible Study
Sunday, January 18" 9:00 am Worship Service with Communion and the

annual meeting following service
NO Sunday School

NO Confirmation

NO Coffee




