
Welcome to St. Peter Lutheran Church 
Christ the King Sunday, November 23, 2025 

In-Person Worship: St Peter at 9:00 am 
Facebook Live, 9:00 a.m. at “St Peter Lutheran Church” 

You Tube (Live) at “St Peters Lutheran Church Rockwell, IA” 
Church Office: 641-822-3101     Email: stpeter@netins.net 
Lay Minister Jason Grunklee: 641-990-9328 (call or text)  

Email: grunklee0@gmail.com 
 

Confession and Forgiveness (Please Stand) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Faithful God, 
you have shown us the ways of your heart, 
yet we stray from your paths. 
We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression 
and do not embrace the freedom 
of your faithful promises. 
We ignore our neighbors. 
We exploit the earth. 
We reject your abundance, 
trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. 
Repair our relationships, 
restore what we have broken, 
renew our hearts, 
and bring us to new life. 
Amen. 
Hear the good news: 
God the Faithful One loves you, 

☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. 
Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn:  ELW #434 “Jesus Shall Reign” 
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Greeting (ELW p. 213) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.                                      
 
Prayer of the Day 
O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We 
worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, 
reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
The Canticle of Praise  

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, good-will to all the earth. 
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

2 



We exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Today’s reading builds on the common, ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as 
shepherd. Judah’s unjust rulers have caused their people, their “flock,” to be scattered. 
Nevertheless, God will raise up a new and righteous shepherd who will rule a restored 
Judah. 
 

1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says 
the LORD. 2 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds 
who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock and have driven them 
away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, 
says the LORD. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands 
where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be 
fruitful and multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and 
they shall no longer fear or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD. 
 5 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous 
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in 
safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is our 
righteousness.” 

Word of God, Word Life. Thanks be to God! 

PSALM: Psalm 46 
I will be exalted among the nations. (Ps. 46:10) 
1 God is our refuge and strength, 
  a very present help in trouble. 
 2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 3 though its waters rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the break of day. 
 6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
 7 The LORD of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 8 Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 
  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
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    9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
 10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 11 The LORD of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
 
SECOND READING: Colossians 1:11-20 
An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical 
Christ, the one who was present at creation and is eternally reigning with God. 
 

11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so 
that you may have all endurance and patience, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, 
who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has 
rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his 
beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
  15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 16 for in him all 
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him 
and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He 
is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so 
that he might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God 
was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 
 
Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God! 
 
Gospel Acclamation (Please Stand)
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Gospel: Luke 23:33-43 
Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and king, 
Jesus reveals that to be Messiah and king is to give one’s life for others. Here he uses 
his power to welcome a despised sinner to paradise but puts his own death into God’s 
hands. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 23rd Chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with 
the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 [[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive 
them, for they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his 
clothing. 35 And the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, 
“He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen 
one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and 
saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription 
over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
  39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are 
you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do  
you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we  
indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, 
but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when 
you come in your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
paradise.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  (Please be seated)  

 

Children’s Sermon 
 

Sermon  
 

Hymn of the Day ELW #689 “Praise and Thanksgiving” 
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(Please Stand) 
Apostles’ Creed 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and  
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers:   
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our 
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. (Response to the 

petition. “Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great.” 
 

“Lord, Listen to" Your Children Praying” ELW #752 
 

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord send your spirit to this place. 
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

 

(Leader will lead you in prayer, then sing again.) 
 
Please remember in your prayers: Christine Foell, Mona Arends, Jo Thomas, Jenn 
Butler, DiAnne & Dave Severin, Lorna Thompson, Wendell & Dawn Thomas, Audrey 
Harder, Kathleen Hansen, Larry Kruckenberg, Janet and Kevin Hoftiezer, Joan 
Petersen, Lon Peterson, Wendy Jorgensen, Seneca Echelberger, Jill Watters, Renee 
Dahlen and all who are homebound or hospitalized.                                         
 
"Please turn and greet your neighbor." 
 
Offering  
 
The Offertory: (Please Stand) #686 “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 
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Offering Prayer 
God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with 
good things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the  
abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Holy Communion 
 

Words of Institution: “In the night in which he was betrayed…“ 
 

The Lord’s Prayer: “Our Father, who art in heaven…” 

 

Communion Distribution (Please be seated) 

 
Prayer after Communion (Please stand) 

God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of 
heaven that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, 
send us out to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us to 
love and serve in Christ’s name. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing 
The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the 

Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you ☩ and grant you a 

faithful and courageous heart now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn ELW #855 “Crown Him with Many Crowns” 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Church Streaming & Podcast License, size C (200-499), #CSPL071564 expiration date 6/30/2026 
Church Copyright License, Size C (200-499), #11231032 expiration date 6/30/2026 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

USHERS FOR DECEMBER 
Mike Echelberger, Todd Liekweg, Gary Sturges & Families 
GREETERS FOR DECEMBER 
Jay & Carla Thompson 
COMMUNION PREPARATION FOR DECEMBER 
Todd Liekweg 
ACOLYTES FOR DECEMBER 
Lane & Liam Sturges 
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St Peter will have an ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Service on Wednesday, 
November 26, 2025 beginning at 7:00 pm. 
 
Friendship plates will be made Saturday, December 6th: 
Chairperson: Lana Schaefer, Co-Chairperson: Cheryl Flatness 
Committee members: Wendy Jorgensen, Jeanette Sturges, Tracy Madden, Angie 
Twedt, Traci Hansen, Becky Dhondt, Linda Corporon, Holly Hess, Barb Grunklee, 
Andrea Engh, Josie Baxter, Britney Fjone, Dawn Liekweg, Michelle Martinez, Diane 
Dodd, Chelsey Morrison and Kristen Engels. If there are others that would like to 
contribute that would be awesome. 
(The committee members need to bring 2 dozen individually wrapped candy, cookies, 
bars, snacks, etc. In addition to providing goodies the committee members will help fill 
friendship plates and then deliver them. Part of the expectation for delivering the plates 
is that you plan to stay and visit with the recipients. These friends were once active 
members of our church but now are in the nursing home or home bound with few visits 
from our church family. This is an important part of the outreach from our church. If you 
have questions please call your chairperson.) 
 
Memory Tree Ornaments will be sold starting Sunday, November 30th. They are $5 
each and the money is used to buy Christmas presents for the residents of the 
Rockwell Nursing Home. Thank you! 
 
There are sign-up sheets in the Narthex for ushers, greeters, and communion 
committees for the upcoming year 2025. This is your opportunity to volunteer or 
choose when you would like to help with one of these committees. 
 

A Holiday Meal 

With the holiday’s fast approaching the Mission’s Committee is asking for your help 

with collecting food for a holiday meal. We will start collecting food items on Sunday, 

November 16th. We will have a holiday table set up in the Narthex to collect all donated 

food items. All donations will go to the West Fork Food Bank in Sheffield. Suggested 

food items are: Canned corn, green beans, carrots, cream of mushroom, chicken or 

celery soup, french onions, bag or boxed potatoes, gravy, jello, cranberries, pumpkin, 

apple, blueberry pie filling, cake or brownie mixes. We would like to thank you in 

advance for all your donations. The Mission’s Committee 

 
Share The Warmth Leave What You Can 

Take What You Need Cold weather is here - let’s help each other stay warm! We’re 
collecting coats, gloves/mittens, hats, scarves, boots and more for our neighbors in 
need! Items will be displayed on clotheslines with clothespins at pre-determined 
locations within the West Fork communities. No sign-ups, no judgement, just kindness.  
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How You Can Help: - Donate gently used or new winter items (any knitters or 
crocheters in the house?) - - - Hang them on the provided clotheslines (tables for 
things that won’t hang a possibility) Share with friends and neighbors in our community 
Donate money for church member to purchase items How You Can Receive: - See 
something you need? Please take it! It’s yours!! Locations: - To Be Determined Times 
Available: - Starting Nov 9 - Open 24/7 (bad weather may result in it coming down until 
weather passes). Come at any time you feel comfortable Together we can keep our 
community warm this winter! Please reach out to Lay Minister Jason Grunklee/St Peter 
Church, Rockwell with any questions. 641-822-3101, stpeter@netins.net 
 
Sunday School News: 
 
The Sunday School will be kicking off the Holiday Season on Sunday, Nov. 30, from 
11-1pm 
 
We will provide lunch 
Sunday School students will be able to: 
Put up the Christmas Tree (in the Sunday School area) 
Decorate Cookies 
Make a gift for their parents 
Get in the Holiday spirit 
 

We are also looking for volunteers to help with the various stations contact Pam 
Litterer, Chelsey Morrison, Mary Etta Miller, or Brandie Witte if interested.  
If your student is in 3 or 4-year-old preschool, we would appreciate a parent/guardian 
staying to help out (we will figure out the gift-making portion) 
 

The Christmas Program will be held during the 9 am church service on December 21, 
2025.  
 

Calendar for the Week 
 
Christ the King Sunday!! 
Sunday, November 23

rd
      

9:00 am Worship Service with Communion 
10:00 am Coffee & Choir Practice 
10:00 – 11:00 am Sunday School  
10:00 Confirmation 

Tuesday, November 25
th
               9:00 Quilter’s 

6:30 pm Bible Study 

1
st

 Sunday of Advent!! 
Sunday, November 30

th
  

9:00 am Worship Service  
10:00 – 11:00 am Sunday School 
10:00 am Confirmation 
10:00 am Coffee & Choir Practice 
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