
Welcome to St. Peter Lutheran Church 
The 2nd Sunday of Easter, April 12, 2026 
In-Person Worship: St Peter at 9:00 am 

Facebook Live, 9:00 a.m. at “St Peter Lutheran Church” 
You Tube (Live) at “St Peters Lutheran Church Rockwell, IA” 
Church Office: 641-822-3101     Email: stpeter@netins.net 

 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named). 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
 
Gathering Hymn:  ELW #389 “Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing” 
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Greeting (ELW p. 213) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.                                  
And also with you.                                    
 
Prayer of the Day 
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those 
who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of 
Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 
The Canticle of Praise  
 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, good-will to all the earth. 
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

We exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 
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FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches the gospel to 
the gathered crowd. He tells them that Jesus, who obediently went to his death 
according to God’s plan, was raised from the dead by God. Finally, he appeals to 
scripture, quoting Psalm 16:8-11, to show that Jesus is the Messiah: though crucified, 
the risen Jesus is now enthroned. 
 
14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 
22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to 
you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among  
you, as you yourselves know 23 this man, handed over to you according to the definite 
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside 
the law. 24 But God raised him up, having released him from the agony of death, 
because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25 For David says concerning 
him,  
 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, 
  for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 
 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
  moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 
 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades 
  or let your Holy One experience corruption. 
 28 You have made known to me the ways of life; 
  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 
  29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both 
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he 
knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants 
on his throne. 31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, 
saying,  
 ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 
  nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 
32 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 

Word of God, Word Life. Thanks be to God! 

PSALM:   Psalm 16 
In your presence there is fullness of joy. (Ps. 16:11) 
 1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 
  I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 
 2 All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 
  upon those who are noble among the people. 
 3 But those who run after other gods 
  shall have their troubles multiplied. 
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 4 I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 
  never take their names upon my lips.  
 5 O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; 
  it is you who uphold my lot. 
 6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 
  indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
 7 I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 
  my heart teaches me night after night. 
 8 I have set the LORD always before me; 
  because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.  
 9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 
  my body also shall rest in hope. 
 10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, 
  nor let your holy one see the pit. 
 11 You will show me the path of life; 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures  
       forevermore.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:3-9 
This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships and suffering 
because of their faith in Christ. The letter opens by blessing God for the living hope we 
have through Christ’s resurrection even amid difficult circumstances and surroundings. 
 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has 
given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead 4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 
heaven for you, 5 who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, even if now for a 
little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 so that the genuineness of your 
faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be  
found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although 
you have not seen him, you love him, and even though you do not see him now, you 
believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving 
the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

Word of God, Word Life. Thanks be to God! 

Gospel Acclamation (Please Stand) 
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Gospel:  John 20:19-31 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, 
and the gift of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief 
prompts another visit from the Lord. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to John the 20th Chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were 
locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands 
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them 
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had 
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.” 
 
  24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he 
said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the 
mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace  
 

5 



be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. 
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come 
to believe.” 
 
  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not 
written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in 
his name. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  (Please be seated)  
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

Sermon  
 

Hymn of the Day ELW #379 “Now the Green Blade Rises” 

 
(Please Stand) 
Apostles’ Creed 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

6 



I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and  
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Prayers:   
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our 
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. (Response to the 

petition “Merciful God, receive our prayer” 
 
 

“Lord, Listen to" Your Children Praying” ELW #752 
 

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord send your spirit to this place. 
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

 

(Leader will lead you in prayer, then sing again.) 
 

Please remember in your prayers: Jim Turner, Christine Foell, Jo Thomas, DiAnne & 
Dave Severin, Lorna Thompson, Wendell & Dawn Thomas, Audrey Harder, Kathleen 
Hansen, Larry Kruckenberg, Janet Hoftiezer, Joan Petersen, Lon Peterson, Wendy 
Jorgensen, Renee Dahlen, Diane Stearns and all who are homebound or hospitalized.                                         

 
"Please turn and greet your neighbor." 
 
Offering 
 
The Offertory: (Please Stand) #686 “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 
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Offering Prayer 
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a  
table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught; 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will  
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive  
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn ELW #380 “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives 
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Dismissal                                                   
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Church Streaming & Podcast License, size C (200-499), # CSPL071564 expiration date 6/30/2026 
Church Copyright License, Size C (200-499), #11231032 expiration date 6/30/2026 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

USHERS FOR APRIL 
 Morrison Family  
GREETERS FOR APRIL 
Bob & Pat Martin 
COMMUNION PREPARATION FOR APRIL 
Janelle Nuehring 
ACOLYTES FOR APRIL 
12th – Jude & Eden 
19th – Emma & Bobby 
26th - Ethan 

 
Sunday School News 
 
Riverside Lutheran Bible Camp 
Spring Blast is scheduled for Saturday, April 11 from 9:30-4 
Leave St. Peter at 8 am on Saturday, return around 5 pm 
It is a great way to explore Riverside and get the fun of summer camp packed into a 
day! 
Need to be a current 2-6 grader to attend 
$45 per camper (lunch and snack are included), Missions will pay $25.00 
Check out the Riverside Website for more details and to register 
https://riversidelbc.org/spring-blast (you might even recognize a Sunday School 
teacher) Pam Litterer will need to know by April 5 if your child will be attending to 
ensure we have enough drivers.  
Summer Camps are also open to those in grades 3-graduated high school seniors. 
Check out the website for cost and dates. https://riversidelbc.org 
 
Upcoming April Dates to keep in mind 
 

On Sunday, April 19, (date change) the second graders will receive their Bibles during 
the 9 am church service  
Second Graders receiving their bibles  
Jade Marie Butler, daughter of Travis and Jenn Butler 
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Elaina Lynn Morrison, daughter of Chris and Chelsey Morrison 
Lee Daniel Renberg, son of Danny and Katie Renberg 
 
THE WOMEN OF FAITH GROUP IS BEGINNING A PROJECT MAKING PRAYER SHAWLS.  
ANYONE THAT CROCHETS OR KNITS IS WELCOME TO JOIN US.  WE HAVE BOOKS  
WITH PATTERNS TO USE. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN HELPING   PLEASE CONTACT 
LANA SCHAEFER, LOUISE PATTERSON OR BEV PETERS.   
 

Calendar for the Week 
 
Sunday, April 12

th
         

 
9:00 am Worship Service  
10:00 am Coffee 
10:00 am Sunday School & Confirmation 

Tuesday, April 14
th
               9:00 Quilter’s 

6:30 Bible Study 

Wednesday, April 15
th
  10:15 am Prayer Service Rockwell Care Center 

5:30 pm Fellowship games 

Sunday, April 19
th
   9:00 am Worship Service with Communion 

10:00 am Coffee  
10:00 am Sunday School & Confirmation 
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