Welcome to St. Peter Lutheran Church
The 6™ Sunday of Easter May 10, 2026
In-Person Worship: St Peter at 9:00 am
Facebook Live, 9:00 a.m. at “St Peter Lutheran Church”
You Tube (Live) at “St Peters Lutheran Church Rockwell, IA”
Church Office: 641-822-3101 Email: stpeter@netins.net
Lay Minister Jason Grunklee: 641-990-9328 (call or text)
Email: grunkleeO@gmail.com

CALL TO WORSHIP (Please Stand)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
by whose hand we are given new birth,
by whose speaking we are given new life.
Amen.

Thanksgiving for Baptism

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!

Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named).
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you. 1



You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn: ELW #408 “Come, Thou Almighty King”
Come, Thou Almighty King
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Text: source unknown, ¢. 1757, alt.
Music: FTALTAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 17161796

Greeting (ELW p. 213)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

The Canticle of Praise

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, good-will to all the earth.
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:
We exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.



Prayer of the Day

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In
your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the
Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

RECOGNITION OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATING SENIOR

(Please be seated)

FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31

In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know
nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god”
whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the world with
justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead.

““ Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, | see how extremely
spiritual you are in every way. “* For as | went through the city and looked carefully at
the objects of your worship, | found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an
unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this | proclaim to you. ** The
God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth,

does not live in shrines made by human hands, “° nor is he served by human hands, as
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all
things. “° From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he
allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would
live, °’ so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find
him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. “° For ‘In him we live and move
and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,

‘For we, too, are his offspring.’
*?“Since we are God'’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or silver
or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. ** While God has
overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to
repent, ** because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance
to all by raising him from the dead.”

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God!

PSALM: Psalm 66:8-20
Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard. (Ps. 66:8)
°Bless our God, you peoples;
let the sound of praise be heard.



’Our God has kept us among the living
and has not allowed our feet to slip.
"“For you, O God, have tested us;
you have tried us just as siler is tried.
"You brought us into the net;
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.
"“You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water,
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.
“1will enter your house with burnt offerings
and will pay you my vows—
“those that | promised with my lips
and spoke with my mouth when | was in trouble.
"1 will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams;
| will give you oxen and goats.
' Come and listen, all you who believe,
and | will tell you what God has done for me.
'’ called out to God with my mouth,
and praised the Lord with my tongue.
"1 | had cherished evil in my heart,
the Lord would not have heard me;
“put in truth God has heard me
and has attended to the sound of my prayer.
““Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer,
nor withheld unfailing love from me.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22

The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the face of
defamation and persecution. In baptism we are made clean to act in accordance with
what is right.

¥ Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? *“ But even if you do
suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be
intimidated, ™ but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your
defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you,
“yet do it with gentleness and respect. Maintain a good conscience so that, when you
are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to
shame. "' For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than
to suffer for doing evil. *° For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for
the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh but
made alive in the spirit, ”in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits
in prison, “who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of
Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight lives, were saved
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through water. ** And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal
of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, ““who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of

God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation (Please Stand)
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Gospel: John 14:15-21
In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to
his commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever.

The Holy Gospel according to John the 14" Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] " “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
® And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you
forever. '’ This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither
sees him nor knows him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will be in
you.
““I will not leave you orphaned; | am coming to you. "’ In a little while the world will
no longer see me, but you will see me; because | live, you also will live. *° On that day
you will know that | am in my Father, and you in me, and | in you. “* They who have my
commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who love me will be
loved by my Father, and | will love them and reveal myself to them.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. (Please be seated)
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Children’s Sermon

Sermon

Hymn of the Day ELW #804 “Come Down, O Love Divine”

Come, Thou Almighty King
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Text: source unknown, ¢. F757, alt.
Music: ITALTAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716—-1796

(Please Stand)

Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church, let us confess our faith:

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers:
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. (Response to the
petition. “Merciful God, receive our prayer”
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“Lord, Listen to" Your Children Praying” ELW #752

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord send your spirit to this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us grace.
(Leader will lead you in prayer, then sing again.)

Please remember in your prayers: Jim Turner, Christine Foell, Jo Thomas, DiAnne &
Dave Severin, Lorna Thompson, Wendell & Dawn Thomas, Audrey Harder, Larry
Kruckenberg, Janet Hoftiezer, Joan Petersen, Lon Peterson, Wendy Jorgensen, Renee
Dahlen, Diane Stearns and all who are homebound or hospitalized.

“Please turn and greet your neighbor.”

Offering

The Offertory: (Please Stand) #686 “We Give Thee But Thine Own”
We Give Thee but Thine Own
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Texst: William W, How, 18231897, alt.
Music: HEATIH, L. Mason and G. Webb, Cantica Lauda, 1859

Offering Prayer

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a
table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us
and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,

Amen.



Holy Communion

Words of Institution: “In the night in which he was betrayed...”

The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught;

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion Distribution (Please be seated)

Prayer after Communion

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

Blessing

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, * bless you now and forever.

Amen.

Sending Hymn ELW #668 “O Zion, Haste”

O Zion., Haste
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Text: Mary A Thomson, L8334 1923
Maoasic: ATNCGELIC SOMNGS, Janes YWalelh, I837-1908



Dismissal
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Church Streaming & Podcast License, size C (200-499), #CSPL071564 expiration date 6/30/2026
Church Copyright License, Size C (200-499), #11231032 expiration date 6/30/2026

ANNOUNCEMENTS
USHERS FOR MAY

GREETERS FOR MAY

Dale & Carole Matthes

COMMUNION PREPARATION FOR MAY
Val Christopherson

ACOLYTES FOR MAY

Gavin & Alivia Vaughn

Congratulations to our graduate Parker Sheriff. We wish you well on your personal
journey after high school.

Sunday School News

Last Day for Sunday School is today May 10, 2026
We would like to thank all the kids who attended this year and the parents/guardians
who brought them each week.

Vacation Bible School will not be held at St. Peter during the summer of 2026.
Instead, we will be taking a day trip to the Grotto, with more details to come.

Lenten Mission Project Update

Over the past 10 years, the Sunday School has completed 10 Lenten Mission Projects.
The funds that we have raised have been used to provide vaccines, clean water,
irrigation, bought cows, pigs, chicks, and honeybees, among other things. This year we
set a goal of raising $3000, and with your individual support of generous donations,
Women of Faith, and Missions agreeing to match a portion, we were able to collect
$3,395.76. With that money, we will be able to support a person with a semester of
seminary school and 3 fish farms. We would like to thank you again for supporting
another successful Lenten Mission Project.

Legacy Fund Scholarship 2026 Applications are available for pick up on the bulletin
board at the main entrance of the church. All applicants must have completed at least
one semester of college/technical school. Postmark must be no later than June 1st,
2026.



THE WOMEN OF FAITH GROUP IS BEGINNING A PROJECT MAKING PRAYER SHAWLS.
ANYONE THAT CROCHETS OR KNITS IS WELCOME TO JOIN US. WE HAVE BOOKS WITH
PATTERNS TO USE. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN HELPING PLEASE CONTACT LANA
SCHAEFER, LOUISE PATTERSON OR BEV PETERS.

Calendar for the Week

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!!
Sunday, May 10"

9:00 am Worship Service with Communion (Senior
recognition)

10:00 am Coffee

10:00 am Sunday School & Confirmation (Last Day)

Tuesday, May 12"

9:00 am Quilter’s
6:30 pm Bible Study

Sunday, May 17"

9:00 am Worship Service
10:00 am Coffee
2:00 pm West Fork Graduation
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