Welcome to St. Peter Lutheran Church
The 5™ Sunday of Easter May 3, 2026
In-Person Worship: St Peter at 9:00 am
Facebook Live, 9:00 a.m. at “St Peter Lutheran Church”
You Tube (Live) at “St Peters Lutheran Church Rockwell, IA”
Church Office: 641-822-3101 Email: stpeter@netins.net
Lay Minister Jason Grunklee: 641-990-9328 (call or text)
Email: grunkleeO@gmail.com

CALL TO WORSHIP (Please Stand)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
by whose hand we are given new birth,
by whose speaking we are given new life.
Amen.

Thanksgiving for Baptism

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!

Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named).
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you. 1



You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn: ELW #645 “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”
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Greeting (ELW p. 213)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

The Canticle of Praise
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Glory be to God in heaven; peace, good-will to all the earth.

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:
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We exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to
love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

(Please be seated)

FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the
apostles could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than
distribute food, however. For his preaching of God'’s word, he becomes the first martyr
of the faith.

°°Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. *° “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” °’ But they covered their ears,
and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. °° Then they dragged him out of
the city and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a
young man named Saul. °? While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.” °” Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not
hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God!

PSALM: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
Into your hands, O LorD, | commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5)
"In you, O LORD, have | taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.
“Incline your ear to me;
make haste to deliver me.
“Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my
stronghold; for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
“Take me out of the net that they have secretly let for me,
for you are my tower of strength.
”Into your hands | commend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O LorD, God of truth.
"My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
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'° Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.”

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10
Christ is the cornerstone of God'’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are
God'’s chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God
we experience through Jesus Christ.

“ Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation ’if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

“ Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in
God’s sight, and ° like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
°For it stands in scripture:

“See, | am laying in Zion a stone,

a cornerstone chosen and precious,

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

" This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected

has become the very head of the corner,”
“and
“A stone that makes them stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people,
in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness
into his marvelous light.

' Once you were not a people,

but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation (Please Stand)
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Gospel: John 14:1-14

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As
the one through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their
behalf.

The Holy Gospel according to John the 14™ Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God;
believe also in me. “In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not
so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? ° And if | go and prepare
a place for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, so that where | am, there
you may be also. * And you know the way to the place where | am going.” ° Thomas
said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?”
®Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. ’If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now
on you do know him and have seen him.”

° Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” * Jesus said
to him, “Have | been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me?
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?
Do you not believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that |
say to you | do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works.
"' Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then
believe because of the works themselves. *“Very truly, | tell you, the one who believes



in me will also do the works that | do and, in fact, will do greater works than these,
because | am going to the Father. | will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the

Father may be glorified in the Son. " If in my name you ask me for anything, | will do
it.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. (Please be seated)

Children’s Sermon

Sermon

Hymn of the Day ELW #367 “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds
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Affirmation of Baptism: Lucas Benson, Lauren Bills, Bryce Engh, Jude Grunklee, Eden
Kobliska, Ethan Rembe, Braxtyn Schulz, Benton Schwark and Lane Sturges
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(Please Stand)

Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church, let us confess our faith:

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers:

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. (Response to the
petition. “Merciful God, receive our prayer”

“Lord, Listen to" Your Children Praying” ELW #752

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord send your spirit to this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us grace.

(Leader will lead you in prayer, then sing again.)
Please remember in your prayers: Jim Turner, Christine Foell, Jo Thomas, DiAnne &
Dave Severin, Lorna Thompson, Wendell & Dawn Thomas, Audrey Harder, Larry
Kruckenberg, Janet Hoftiezer, Joan Petersen, Lon Peterson, Wendy Jorgensen, Renee
Dahlen, Diane Stearns and all who are homebound or hospitalized.
“Please turn and greet your neighbor.”

Offering

The Offertory: (Please Stand) #686 “We Give Thee But Thine Own”
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Text: Williamn W, How, 18231897, alt.
Music: HEATH. L. Mason and G. Webb, Cantica Lawda, 1850

Offering Prayer

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a
table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us
and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

Holy Communion

Words of Institution: “In the night in which he was betrayed...”

The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught;

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion Distribution (Please be seated)

Prayer after Communion

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,

Amen. 8



Blessing

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, '+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.

Sending Hymn ELW #767 “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me”
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Dismissal
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Church Streaming & Podcast License, size C (200-499), #CSPL071564 expiration date 6/30/2026
Church Copyright License, Size C (200-499), #11231032 expiration date 6/30/2026

ANNOUNCEMENTS
USHERS FOR MAY

GREETERS FOR MAY
Dale & Carole Matthes




COMMUNION PREPARATION FOR MAY
Val Christopherson

ACOLYTES FOR MAY

Gavin & Alivia Vaughn

We want to congratulate this year’s confirmation class Lucas Benson, Lauren Bills,
Bryce Engh, Jude Grunklee, Eden Kobliska, Ethan Rembe, Braxtyn Schulz, Benton
Schwark and Lane Sturges

Sunday school News

There will be NO Sunday School today May 3, 2026, due to Confirmation

Last Day for Sunday School will be May 10, 2026

We would like to thank all the kids who attended this year and the parents/guardians
who brought them each week.

Vacation Bible School will not be held at St. Peter during the summer of 2026.
Instead, we will be taking a day trip to the Grotto, with more details to come.

Lenten Mission Project Update

Over the past 10 years, the Sunday School has completed 10 Lenten Mission Projects.
The funds that we have raised have been used to provide vaccines, clean water,
irrigation, bought cows, pigs, chicks, and honeybees, among other things. This year we
set a goal of raising $3000, and with your individual support of generous donations,
Women of Faith, and Missions agreeing to match a portion, we were able to collect
$3,395.76. With that money, we will be able to support a person with a semester of
seminary school and 3 fish farms. We would like to thank you again for supporting
another successful Lenten Mission Project.

Legacy Fund Scholarship 2026 Applications are available for pick up on the bulletin
board at the main entrance of the church. All applicants must have completed at least
one semester of college/technical school. Postmark must be no later than June 1st,
2026.

THE WOMEN OF FAITH GROUP IS BEGINNING A PROJECT MAKING PRAYER SHAWLS.
ANYONE THAT CROCHETS OR KNITS IS WELCOME TO JOIN US. WE HAVE BOOKS
WITH PATTERNS TO USE. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN HELPING PLEASE CONTACT
LANA SCHAEFER, LOUISE PATTERSON OR BEV PETERS.
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Calendar for the Week

Confirmation Sunday!!
Sunday, May 3"

9:00 am Worship Service with Communion
10:00 am Coffee
NO Sunday School & Confirmation

Tuesday, May 5

9:00 am Quilter’s
1:30 pm St Peter Circle
6:30 pm Bible Study

Wednesday, May 6™

5:30 pm Fellowship Games

Saturday, May 9"

7:30 am Men’s Breakfast

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!!
Sunday, May 10™

9:00 am Worship Service with Communion

(Senior Recognition)

10:00 am Coffee

10:00 am Sunday School & Confirmation (Last Day)
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