Welcome to St. Peter Lutheran Church
The 9" Day after Pentecost July 26, 2026
In-Person Worship: St Peter at 9:00 am
Facebook Live, 9:00 a.m. at “St Peter Lutheran Church”
You Tube (Live) at “St Peters Lutheran Church Rockwell, I1A”
Church Office: 641-822-3101  Email: stpeter@netins.net
Lay Minister Jason Grunklee: 641-990-9328 (call or text)
Email: grunklee@gmail.com

CALL TO WORSHIP (Please Stand)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Confession and Forgiveness
Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,

and | will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit,

your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn: ELW #532 “Gather Us In”



Gather Us In
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1 Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys - try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con - fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way; see in this space our fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through -out all of  his - try,
bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a - new to be salt for the earth.
now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us in, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er us in, the
Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas - sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er us in and hold us for - ev - er, gath-er us in and
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blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a - wak -en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so meek and so low -1y,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to - geth -er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour - age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire . of love in our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

Text and music @ 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL. 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Greeting (ELW p. 213)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



The Canticle of Praise

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, good-will to all the earth.
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:
We exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Prayer of the Day

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring
us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we
may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

(Please be seated)

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12

Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God
gave him what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well.

° At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask
what | should give you.” ® And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love
to your servant my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this
great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. ” And
now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David,
although | am only a little child; | do not know how to go out or come in. ® And your
servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people so
numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. ° Give your servant, therefore, an
understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, for
who can govern this great people of yours?”

91t pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. ' God said to him, “Because you
have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your
enemies but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, '*1 now do
according to your word. Indeed, | give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you
has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.”

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God!

PSALM: Psalm 119:129-136
When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. (Ps. 119:130)
'2°Your decrees are wonderful;
therefore obey them with all my heart.
“*When your word is opened it gives light;
it gives understanding to the simple.
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311 open my mouth and pant
because | long for your commandments.
'32Turn to me and be gracious to me,
as you always do to those who love your name.
33 Order my footsteps in your word;
let no iniquity have dominion over me.
% Rescue me from those who oppress me,
and | will keep your commandments.
'35 Let your face shine upon your servant
and teach me your statutes.
'3 My eyes shed streams of tears,
because people do not keep your teaching.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39

These words celebrate the depth of God'’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us
and the activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God'’s love poured out in
Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible
divine love.

* The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought,
but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. ?” And God, who
searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
the saints according to the will of God.

8 \We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are
called according to his purpose. ?° For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to
be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a
large family. °° And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he
called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

*IWhat then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us?
*2He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not
with him also give us everything else? ** Who will bring any charge against God'’s
elect? It is God who justifies. ** Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather,
who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.
*>Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution
or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? *° As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
*"No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. **For |
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, *° nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God!
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Gospel Acclamation (Please Stand)
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that
‘the kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore
the implications of this announcement for people’s lives.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 13" Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

¥1[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;*? it is the smallest of all the
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that
the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

*He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman
took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

*“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and
reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

“>“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; “° on
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

“7“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
caught fish of every kind; “° when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the
good into baskets but threw out the bad. *° So it will be at the end of the age. The
angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous °° and throw them into the

furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
5



°T“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” ° And he said to them,
“Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. (Please be seated)

Children’s Sermon
Sermon

Hymn of the Day ELW #732 “Borning Cry”

Borning Cry
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| | was there to hear your born-ing cry, I'll be there when you are old.

2 “When you heard the won-der of the Word 1 was

there

to cheer you on;

3 “In the mid-dle a - ges of your life, not too old, no lon - ger young,
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I re - joiced the day you were bap-tized to see your life un - fold.
you were raised to praisc the liv - ing Lord, to whom you now be -long.

"1 be there to guide you through the night, com-plete what I’ve be - gun.
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I was there when you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well;
If you find some-one to share your time and you join your hearts as one,

When the eve - ning gent-ly clos -es in and you shut your wea-ry eyes,
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in a blaze of light you wan-dered off to

I’1l be there to make your vers - es thyme from dusk

find where de-mons dwell.”

ull

ris - ing sun.”’

I’ll1 be there as I have al - ways been, with just one more sur - prise.”
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4 “I was there to hear your born-ing cry, I’ll be there when you are old.
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I re - joiced the day you were bap-tized to see your life un - fold.”

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Music: WATERLIFE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music @ 1985 John Ylvisaker.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Baptism: Alvin Andrew May son of James & Taylor May

(Please Stand)

Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church, let us confess our faith:

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers:

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. (Response to the
petition. “God of Grace, hear our prayer”

“Lord, Listen to" Your Children Praying” ELW #752

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord send your spirit to this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us grace.

(Leader will lead you in prayer, then sing again.)
Please remember in your prayers: Christine Foell, Jo Thomas, DiAnne & Dave
Severin, Lorna Thompson, Wendell & Dawn Thomas, Audrey Harder, Larry
Kruckenberg, Janet Hoftiezer, Joan Petersen, Lon Peterson, Wendy Jorgensen, Joel &
Renee Dahlen and all who are homebound or hospitalized.
“Please turn and greet your neighbor.”

Offering

The Offertory: (Please Stand) #686 “We Give Thee But Thine Own”



We Give Thee but Thine Own
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1 We give thee but thine own, what-e¢’er the gift may be;
2 May we thy boun - ties thus as stew-ards true rte - celve,
3 The cap-tive to e - lease, to God the lost to bring,
4 And we be-lieve thy word, though dim our faith may be:
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all  that we have is thine a - lone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
and glad-ly, as thou bless-est us, to thee our first- fruits give.
to teach the way of life and peace—it is  a Christ-like thing.
what-e’'er we do for thine, O Lord, we do 1t un - to thee.

SSes

Text: William W, How, 18231897, alt,
Music: FIEATH, L. Mason and G. Webb, Cantice Lauda, 1850

Offering Prayer

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in
the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen

Holy Communion
Words of Institution: “In the night in which he was betrayed...”

The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught;

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion Distribution (Please be seated)



Prayer after Communion

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you

today and always.
Amen.

Sending Hymn ELW #759 “My Faith Looks Up to Thee

My Faith Looks Up to Thee
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1 My faith looks wup to thee, thou Lamb of Cal - va - ry,
2 May thy rich grace im - part strength to my faint - ing heart,
3 While life’s dark maze I tread and griefs a - round me spread,
4 When ends life’s tran - sient dream, when death’s cold, sul - len stream
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Sav - ior di - vine! Now hear me while [ pray, take all my
my zeal in - spire; as  thou hast died for me, oh, may my
be thou my guide; bid dark-ness turn to day, wipe sor-row’s
shall o’er me roll; blest Sav-ior, then, in love fear and dis -
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guilt a- way, oh, let me from this day be whol - ly thine!
love to thee  pure, warm, and change-less be, a liv - ing fire!
tears a-way, nor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.

trust re-move; oh, bear me safe a-bove, a ran - somed soul!

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887
Music: OLIVET, Lowell Mason, 1792—-1872

Dismissal
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God. 9



Church Streaming & Podcast License, size C (200-499), CSPL071564 expiration date 6/30/2027
Church Copyright License, Size C (200-499), 11231032 expiration date 6/30/2027

ANNOUNCEMENTS

USHERS FOR AUGUST

Mike Flatness & Families

GREETERS FOR AUGUST

Mike & Cheryl Flatness

COMMUNION PREPARATION FOR AUGUST
Jenn Butler

ACOLYTES FOR AUGUST

Congratulations to James and Taylor May on the baptism of their son Alvin May.

The congregation is invited for cake and coffee in celebration of Alvin’s baptism in
the parish hall following the service.

Sunday school news

Grotto Trip Information

When: Sunday, Aug. 9, 2026.

Leave from St. Peter at 11 am return to St. Peter around 5:30
Who: Anyone entering grades 3 -7 this fall is welcome to attend
Each student will need to bring a sack lunch

The Sunday School will provide the donation for the tour

There is a gift shop that you can send money with your student

Please let Jason Grunklee or Chelsey Morrison know by Aug. 2 if your student plans to
attend to ensure that we have enough drivers.

Other Sunday School News:

Sunday School Start date: Sunday, Sept. 13, 2026

Class will run from 10:15-11:00

If interested in helping, let Pam Litterer know (mplitterer@gmail.com or 641-749-5810)
Students need to be 3 years old by Sept.1, 2026 in order to attend

Calendar for the Week

Sunday, July 26" 9:00 am Worship Service with Communion & Baptism
10:00 am Coffee

Tuesday, July 28" 9:00 am Quilter’s

Sunday, August 2" 9:00 am Worship Service
10:00 am Coffee
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