Welcome to St. Peter Lutheran Church
The 6" Sunday after Pentecost July 5, 2026
In-Person Worship: St Peter at 9:00 am
Facebook Live, 9:00 a.m. at “St Peter Lutheran Church”
You Tube (Live) at “St Peters Lutheran Church Rockwell, I1A”
Church Office: 641-822-3101  Email: stpeter@netins.net
Lay Minister Jason Grunklee: 641-990-9328 (call or text)
Email: grunkleeO@gmail.com

CALL TO WORSHIP (Please Stand)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Confession and Forgiveness
Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,

and | will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn: ELW #742 “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”



What a Friend We Have in Jesus
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1 What a friend we have in Je - sus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
2 Have we tri - als and temp-ta - tions? Is there trou-ble an - y - where?
3 Are we weak and heav-y - lad - en, cum - bered with a load of care?
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What a priv -i - lege to car - ry ev - ’'ry-thing to God in prayer!
We should nev-er be dis - cour - aged—take it to the Lord in prayer.
Pre - cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge— take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit; oh, what need-lesspain we bear—
Can we find a friend so faith - ful who will all our sor-rowsshare?
Do your friends de-spise, for-sake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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all be - cause we do not car - ry ev - ry-thing to God in prayer!
Je - sus knows our ev -'ry weak - ness—take it to the Lord in prayer.
In his arms he’ll take and shield you:; you will find a so - lace there.

Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820—1886
Music: CONVERSE, Charles C. Converse, 18321918

Greeting (ELW p. 213)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

The Canticle of Praise

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, good-will to all the earth.
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:
We exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Prayer of the Day

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and
our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call
upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.



(Please be seated)

FIRST READING: Zechariah 9:9-12

The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity.
Because of God’s covenant with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of
hope.”

° Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
'“He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea
and from the River to the ends of the earth.
"I As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
| will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
2 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today | declare that | will restore to you double.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God!

PSALM: Psalm 145:8-14
The LoRD is gracious and full of compassion. (Ps. 145:8)
®The LoORD is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

°LORD, you are good to all,
and your compassion is over all your works.

'9 All your works shall praise you, O LORD,
and your faithful ones shall bless you.

""They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom
and speak of your power,

'2that all people may know of your power
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.

“Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures through-
out all ages. You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your
works.

'"“The Lord upholds al those who falll
and lifts up those who are bowed down.
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SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and
do things we know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such
a futile existence.

1 do not understand my own actions. For | do not do what | want, but | do the very
thing | hate. "°Now if | do what | do not want, | agree that the law is good. " But in fact
it is no longer | who do it but sin that dwells within me. "®For | know that the good does
not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at
hand, but not the ability. '° For | do not do the good | want, but the evil | do not want is
what | do. ?° Now if | do what | do not want, it is no longer | who do it but sin that dwells
within me.

*1So | find it to be a law that, when | want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand.
*?For | delight in the law of God in my inmost self, > but | see in my members another
law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in
my members. ** Wretched person that | am! Who will rescue me from this body of
death? “°* Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation (Please Stand)
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist.
He thanks God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has
to offer.



The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 11" Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16 “To what will | compare this generation? It is like
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
8“For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; "°the
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a
friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”
20Then he began to reproach the cities in which most of his deeds of power had
been done because they did not repent. 2! “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you,
Bethsaida! For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon,
they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. ?2But | tell you, on the day
of judgment it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 2> And you,
Capernaum,
will you be exalted to heaven?
No, you will be brought down to Hades.
“For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have
remained until this day. 2 But | tell you that on the day of judgment it will be more
tolerable for the land of Sodom than for you.”

25 At that time Jesus said, “l thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to
infants; 2° yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 2" All things have been handed
over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

28“Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will
give you rest. 2° Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for | am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. *°For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. (Please be seated)

Children’s Sermon
Sermon

Hymn of the Day ELW #608 “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling”



Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling
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1 Soft - ly and ten -der - ly Je - sus is call - ing, call - ing for
2  Why should we tar - ry when Je - sus is plead-ing, plead - ing for
3 Oh, for the won-der - ful love he has prom - ised, prom - ised for
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you and for me. See, on the por - tals he’s wait-ing and watch-ing,
you and for me? Why should we lin - ger and heed not his mer - cies,
you and for me! Though we have sinned, he has mer -cy and par - don,
Refrain
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watch-ing for you and for me.
mer - cies for you and for me? “Come home, come home!
par - don for you and for me.
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You who are wea-ry, come home.”’ Ear - nest-ly, ten-der - ly,
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Je - sus is call-ing, call - ing, “O sin - ner, come home!”

Text: Will L.. Thompson, 1847—-1909
Music: THOMPSON, Will L.. Thompson

(Please Stand)

Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church, let us confess our faith:

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended

into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



The Prayers:

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. (Response to the
petition. “God od Grace, hear our prayer”

“Lord, Listen to" Your Children Praying” ELW #752

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord send your spirit to this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us grace.

(Leader will lead you in prayer, then sing again.)
Please remember in your prayers: Christine Foell, Jo Thomas, DiAnne & Dave
Severin, Lorna Thompson, Wendell & Dawn Thomas, Audrey Harder, Larry
Kruckenberg, Janet Hoftiezer, Joan Petersen, Lon Peterson, Wendy Jorgensen, Joel &
Renee Dahlen and all who are homebound or hospitalized.
“Please turn and greet your neighbor.”

Offering

The Offertory: (Please Stand) #686 “We Give Thee But Thine Own”
We Give Thee but Thine Own
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1 We give thee but thine own, what-e’er the gift may be,
2 May we thy boun - ties thus as  stew-ards true re - ceive,
3 The cap-tve to e - lease, to God the lost to bring,
4 And we be-lieve thy word, though dim our faith may be:
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all  that we have 1is thine a - lone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
and glad-ly, as thou bless-est us, to thee our first- fruits give.
to teach the way of life and peace—it is  a Christ-like thing.
what-e’er we do for thine, O Lord, we do 1t un - to  thee.

Text: William W, How, 18231897, alt,
Music: FIEATH, L. Mason and G. Webb, Cantice Lauda, 1850



Offering Prayer

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in
the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught;

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and
always.

Amen.

Sending Hymn ELW #697 “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”

Just a Closer Walk with Thee
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Just a clos-er walk with thee, grant it, Je-sus,is my plea;

dai - ly walk-ing close to thee, let it be, dear Lord, let it be.
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1 I am weak but thou art strong: Je - sus, keep me from all wrong;
2 Through this world of toil and snares, if 1 fal - ter, Lord, who cares?
3 When my fee-ble life is o’er, time for me will be no more;
Refrain
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1’11 be sat-is-fied as long as I walk, let me walk close to thee.
Who with me my bur-den shares? Nonec butthee, dear Lord, none but thee.
guide me gent-ly, safe-ly o’er to thy king - domshore, to thy shore.

Text: North American traditional
Music: CLOSER WALK, North American traditional



Dismissal
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

Church Streaming & Podcast License, size C (200-499), CSPL071564 expiration date 6/30/2027
Church Copyright License, Size C (200-499), 11231032 expiration date 6/30/2027

ANNOUNCEMENTS

USHERS FOR JULY

Travis Butler & Families

GREETERS FOR JULY

Barb, Evan & Jude Grunklee
COMMUNION PREPARATION FOR JULY
Jason Grunklee

ACOLYTES FOR JULY

Sunday school news
The grotto trip has been scheduled for Sunday, August 9 with a rain date of Saturday,
August 15. Those entering third through seventh grade are encouraged to attend look
for more details soon!

One silver lining from the past few years is that St. Peter has built a really great
online broadcasting system! We've been so glad to see members and friends — some
near, some far — joining us for worship each week from the comfort of their homes.

A question that's been coming up lately is: "How do | make an offering online?"
If you feel called to give, here's all you need to do:

Go to our website, stpeterrockwell.com. At the top right of the page is the word
“Giving”. Click on it, then click on “Donations”. Fill out the page and click on “Basket”.

Download the VANCO MOBILE APP. Search for St Peter by entering the zip code.
Sign in/Create an account. Follow the easy directions and finally click “Submit”.
St Peter thanks you for your support!

Calendar for the Week

Sunday, July 5 9:00 am Worship Service
10:00 am Coffee

Tuesday, July 7" 9:00 am Quilter’s

Saturday, July 11" 7:30 am Men’s breakfast

Sunday, July 121" 9:00 am Worship Service with Communion
10:00 am Coffee
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