
Welcome to St. Peter Lutheran Church 
The 11th Day after Pentecost August 9, 2026 

In-Person Worship: St Peter at 9:00 am 
Facebook Live, 9:00 a.m. at “St Peter Lutheran Church” 

You Tube (Live) at “St Peters Lutheran Church Rockwell, IA”  
Church Office: 641-822-3101     Email: stpeter@netins.net 
Lay Minister Jason Grunklee: 641-990-9328 (call or text)  

Email: grunklee@gmail.com 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (Please Stand) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary                                                               
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn: ELW #817 “You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” 
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Greeting (ELW p. 213) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.                                        
The Canticle of Praise  

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, good-will to all the earth. 
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

We exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. 
Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and 
preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
(Please be seated)  
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:9-18 
On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s 
presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” 
God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites 
are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as 
his own successor. 
 

9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there.  
  Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
10 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the 
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your 
prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 
 
  11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is 
about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains 
and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind, and 
after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake, 12 and after the 
earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer 
silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and 
stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are 
you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the 
God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, 
and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to 
take it away.” 15 Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also you 
shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of  
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Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword 
of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall 
kill. 18 Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to 
Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 

 
Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God! 
 
PSALM: Psalm 85:8-13 
I will listen to what the LORD God is saying. (Ps. 85:8) 
 8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; 
  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn  
      their hearts to you. 
 9 Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 
  that your glory may dwell in our land.  
 10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 
  righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
 11 Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
 12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, 
  and our land will yield its increase. 
 13 Righteousness shall go before the LORD 
  and shall prepare for God a pathway.  
 

SECOND READING: Romans 10:5-15 
A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift 
received in the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word 
creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an 
indispensable component of God’s saving actions. 
 

5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person 
who does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith 
says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ 
down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the 
dead). 8 But what does it say?  
 “The word is near you, 
  in your mouth and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you confess with your mouth 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 
be saved. 10 For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one 
confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. 11 The scripture says, “No one who 
believes in him will be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and 
Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For 
“everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
                                                                4 



 14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they 
to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone to proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? 
As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 
 
Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God! 

 
Gospel Acclamation (Please Stand) 

 
Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33 
Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail 
despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the 
disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 14th Chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the 
Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had dismissed the 
crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was 
there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, 
for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning he came walking toward 
them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were 
terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus 
spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
  28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 
29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and  
came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, 
and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out 
his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When 
they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, 
“Truly you are the Son of God.”                5 



The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  (Please be seated)  
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

Sermon  
 

Hymn of the Day ELW #756 “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” 

  

(Please Stand) 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and  
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
The Prayers:   
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our 
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. (Response to the 

petition. “Merciful God, receive our prayer.” 
 

“Lord, Listen to" Your Children Praying” ELW #752 
 

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord send your spirit to this place. 
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

 
(Leader will lead you in prayer, then sing again.) 

 
Please remember in your prayers: Christine Foell, Jo Thomas, DiAnne & Dave 
Severin, Lorna Thompson, Wendell & Dawn Thomas, Audrey Harder, Larry  
Kruckenberg, Janet Hoftiezer, Joan Petersen, Lon Peterson, Wendy Jorgensen, Joel & 
Renee Dahlen and all who are homebound or hospitalized.                                         
 
“Please turn and greet your neighbor.” 
 
Offering  
 
The Offertory: (Please Stand) #686 “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 

 

 
 
Offering Prayer 
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and 
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in 
the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen                                                             
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Holy Communion 
 

Words of Institution: “In the night in which he was betrayed… “ 

 
The Lord’s Prayer  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught; 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will  
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive  
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Communion Distribution (Please be seated) 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the  
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of 
Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen.                                                            
 
Blessing 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. 
Amen. 

Sending Hymn ELW #632 “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
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Dismissal 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Church Streaming & Podcast License, size C (200-499), CSPL071564 expiration date 6/30/2027 
Church Copyright License, Size C (200-499), 11231032 expiration date 6/30/2027 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
USHERS FOR AUGUST 
Mike Flatness & Families  
GREETERS FOR AUGUST 
Mike & Cheryl Flatness 
COMMUNION PREPARATION FOR AUGUST 
Jenn Butler 
ACOLYTES FOR AUGUST 

 
Thank you to everyone that came to our brunch last Sunday. The donation was $300 
for the food pantry. If you were unable to attend and would still like to contribute, please 
see Linda Meyer. 
 
St Peter Church has a wonderful opportunity to participate in the August 16 Farmers 
Market in downtown Rockwell.  It happens from 2-4pm.  The magic word is PIE! 
I'm hoping all my St Peter bakers (or buyers and pass it off as baked.......I mean, 
someone baked it, right?) can come together and produce a WONDERFUL assortment  
of pies to sell!  Other baked goods are more than welcome too, but it seems that no 
one is selling pie, so it would be unique and hopefully sell well.  Considering selling by 
the pie or by the slice.... maybe both!  Money raised would go toward St Peter's 
youth/LYO. 
 
More details to come later (where and when to drop off delicious pies) but for now I'm 
looking to see what kind of numbers we'll get.  If you are game to bake/purchase pie or 
other baked goods to sell, please email me at "grunklee0@gmail" (don't reply to this 
and bog down everyone's email) and let me know how many and what flavor of 
pie/baked goods.  I will also have a sign-up sheet outside the church on Sunday. 
I will also be looking for youth/LYO to help me that day sell these delicious pies/baked 
goods!  I have two already but would love a few more. 
 
Thanking you in advance and looking forward to a wonderful opportunity for St Peter 
outside of St Peter's walls! 
 
St Peter Back to School Family Day will be held on Sunday, August 30 from 11am -
1:00 pm. FREE FOOD AND ENTERTAINMENT!! All are welcome! 
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Sunday school news 
Grotto Trip Information 
When: Today Sunday, Aug. 9, 2026. 

 
Leave from St. Peter at 11 am return to St. Peter around 5:30 
Who: Anyone entering grades 3 -7 this fall is welcome to attend 
Each student will need to bring a sack lunch  
The Sunday School will provide the donation for the tour 
There is a gift shop that you can send money with your student  
 
Please let Jason Grunklee or Chelsey Morrison know by Aug. 2 if your student plans to 
attend to ensure that we have enough drivers. 
 
Other Sunday School News:  
Sunday School Start date: Sunday, Sept. 13, 2026  
Class will run from 10:15-11:00 
If interested in helping, let Pam Litterer know (mplitterer@gmail.com or 641-749-5810) 
Students need to be 3 years old by Sept.1, 2026 in order to attend. 
                                                            
One silver lining from the past few years is that St. Peter has built a really great 
online broadcasting system! We've been so glad to see members and friends — some 
near, some far — joining us for worship each week from the comfort of their homes. 
 

A question that's been coming up lately is: "How do I make an offering online?" 
If you feel called to give, here's all you need to do: 
 Go to our website, stpeterrockwell.com.  At the top right of the page is the word 
“Giving”.  Click on it, then click on “Donations”.  Fill out the page and click on “Basket”. 
Download the VANCO MOBILE APP.  Search for St Peter by entering the zip code.   
Sign in/Create an account.  Follow the easy directions and finally click “Submit”. 
St Peter thanks you for your support! 
 
Calendar for the Week 
 
Sunday, August 9th     9:00 am Worship Service with Communion  

10:00 am Coffee  

Tuesday, August 11th         9:00 am Quilter’s 

Sunday, August 16th  9:00 am Worship Service  
10:00 am Coffee 
11:00 am to 1:00 pm Chicken BBQ 
2;00 to 4:00 pm Farmers Market 

 
 

10 

mailto:mplitterer@gmail.com

