Welcome to St. Peter Lutheran Church
The 16™ Day after Pentecost September 13, 2026
In-Person Worship: St Peter at 9:00 am
Facebook Live, 9:00 a.m. at “St Peter Lutheran Church”
You Tube (Live) at “St Peters Lutheran Church Rockwell, I1A”
Church Office: 641-822-3101  Email: stpeter@netins.net
Lay Minister Jason Grunklee: 641-990-9328 (call or text)
Email: grunklee@gmail.com

CALL TO WORSHIP (Please Stand)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,

who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Confession and Forgiveness
Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love
to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ,

in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn: ELW #482 “| Come with Joy”
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I Come with Joy
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1 1 come with joy, a child of God, for - giv - en, loved, and
2 1 come with Chris - tians far and near to find, as all are
3 As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud di - vi - sion
4 The Spir - it of the ris - en Christ, un - seen, but ev - er
5 To - geth - er met, to - geth - er bound by all that God  has
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free, the life of Je - sus to re - call in
fed, the new com - mu - ni - ty of love in
ends. The love that made us, makes us one, and
near, is in such friend - ship bet - ter known, a -
done, we’ll go with  joy, to give the world the
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love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.
Christ’s com-mu - nion bread, in Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now are friends, and strang - ers now are  friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: DOVE OF PEACE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Greeting (ELW p. 213)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

The Canticle of Praise

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, good-will to all the earth.
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:
We exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Prayer of the Day
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace

our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing
your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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(Please be seated)

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21

After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they
had done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as
an opportunity to do good and save many lives.

> Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph'’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to
him?” '° So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before
he died, " ‘Say to Joseph: | beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong
they did in harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the
God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. ' Then his brothers also
wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” '° But Joseph said
to them, “Do not be afraid! Am | in the place of God? ?° Even though you intended to do
harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is
doing today. ?' So have no fear; | myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this
way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God!

PSALM: Psalm 103: [1-7] 8-13
LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy. (Ps. 103:8)
[ "Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name.
’Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all God’s benefits—
*who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases;
“who redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;
>who satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
°0 LORD, you provide vindication
and justice for all who are oppressed.
"You made known your ways to Moses
and your works to the children of Israel. ]
® LoRD, you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;
°you will not always accuse us,
nor will you keep your anger forever.
'“You have not dealt with us according to our sins,
nor repaid us according to our iniquities.
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""'For as the heavens are high above the earth,

so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.
2 As far as the east is from the west,

so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
'3 As a father has compassion for his children,

so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us
understand that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not
Jjudge one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us
and will judge each of us.

"Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. “ Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables.
*Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not
pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. * Who are you to pass
judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And
they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.

> Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. ° Those who observe the day,
observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to
God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God.

"For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. ¢ If we live, we live
to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we
die, we are the Lord’s. ? For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be
Lord of both the dead and the living.

'“Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise
your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. "' For it is
written,

“As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
'2So then, each one of us will be held accountable.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation (Please Stand)
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Al - le-ln - 1a! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that
suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 18" Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

*I Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how
often should | forgive? As many as seven times?” ?* Jesus said to him, “Not seven
times, but, | tell you, seventy-seven times.

>3“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to
settle accounts with his slaves. * When he began the reckoning, one who owed him
ten thousand talents was brought to him, > and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered
him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment
to be made. “° So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with
me, and | will pay you everything.” ?” And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave
released him and forgave him the debt. ?° But that same slave, as he went out, came
upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the
throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ *° Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with
him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you.’ *° But he refused; then he went and
threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. °" When his fellow slaves saw what
had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord
all that had taken place. ** Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked
slave! | forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. ** Should you not have



had mercy on your fellow slave, as | had mercy on you?’ ** And in
handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt.

anger his lord
%S0 my heavenly

Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from

your heart.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. (Please be seated)

Children’s Sermon

Sermon

Hymn of the Day ELW #359 (Where Charity and Love Prevail”

Where Charity and Love Prevail
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1 Wherechar -1 - ty and love pre - vail, there God 1is ev - er found;
2 With grate-ful joy and ho -ly fear, God’s char - 1 - ty we learn;
3 Let us re-call that in our midst dwells Christ,God’s ho - ly Son;
4 Let strife a-mong us be wun - known; let all con - ten - tions cease.
5 Let us for-give each oth-er’s faults as we our own con-fess,
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brought here to - geth-er by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound.
let us with heart and mind and soul now love God in re - turn.
as mem-bers of each bod -y joined, in him we are made one.
Be God’s the glo - ry that we seek; be his our on-ly peace.
that we may love each oth - er well in Chris-tian gen - tle - ness.

Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: TWENTY-FOURTH, attr. Lucius Chapin, 1760-1842
Text © 1960 World Library Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

(Please Stand)
Apostles’ Creed
With the whole church, let us confess our faith:

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.



| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers:

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. (Response to the
petition. “Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.”

“Lord, Listen to" Your Children Praying” ELW #752

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord send your spirit to this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us grace.

(Leader will lead you in prayer, then sing again.)
Please remember in your prayers: Steve Swenson, Elowynn Austin, Tatum
Kuhlemeier Christine Foell, Jo Thomas, DiAnne & Dave Severin, Lorna Thompson,
Wendell & Dawn Thomas, Audrey Harder, Larry Kruckenberg, Janet Hoftiezer, Joan
Petersen, Lon Peterson, Wendy Jorgensen, Joel & Renee Dahlen and all who are
homebound or hospitalized.
“Please turn and greet your neighbor.”

Offering

The Offertory: (Please Stand) #686 “We Give Thee But Thine Own”



We Give Thee but Thine Own
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1 We give thee but thine own, what-e¢’er the gift may be;
2 May we thy boun - ties thus as stew-ards true rte - celve,
3 The cap-tive to e - lease, to God the lost to bring,
4 And we be-lieve thy word, though dim our faith may be:

] | H

(o= : =

all  that we have is thine a - lone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
and glad-ly, as thou bless-est us, to thee our first- fruits give.
to teach the way of life and peace—it is  a Christ-like thing.
what-e’'er we do for thine, O Lord, we do 1t un - to thee.

SSes

Text: William W, How, 18231897, alt,
Music: FIEATH, L. Mason and G. Webb, Cantice Lauda, 1850

Offering Prayer

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.

All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our
abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and
always.

Amen.

Holy Communion

Words of Institution: “In the night in which he was betrayed... “

The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught;

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion Distribution (Please be seated)



Prayer after Communion
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of
your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen.

Blessing

The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.

The God of grace

+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.

Sending Hymn ELW #544 “Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing”

Praise the L.ord, Rise Up Rejoicing
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1 Praise the Lord, rise up re - joic - ing, wor - ship, thanks, de -
2 Scat - tered flock, one shep - herd shar - ing, lost and lone - ly,
3 Sins for - giv - en, wrongs for - giv - ing, we g0 forth a -
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vo - tion voic - ing: glo - ry be to God on high!

one voice hear - ing, cars at - ten - tive to your word;

lert and liv - ing in your Spir - it, strong and free.
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Christ, your cross and pas - sion shar - ing, by this ecu - cha -
by your blood new life re - ceiv - ing, in your bod -y,
Part - ners in your new cre - a - tion, seek - ing peace in
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rist de - clar - ing yours the fi - mnal vic - to - rTy.

firm be - liev - ing, we are yours, and you the Lord.

ev - 'ry na - tion, may we faith - ful fol - I’'wers be.

Text: Howard C. A. Gaunt, 19021983, alt.
Music: ALLLLES IST AN GOTTES SEGEN, Johann LLohner, 1645—1705, adapt.
Text @ Oxford University Press.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Dismissal
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

Church Streaming & Podcast License, size C (200-499), CSPL071564 expiration date 6/30/2027
Church Copyright License, Size C (200-499), 11231032 expiration date 6/30/2027

ANNOUNCEMENTS

USHERS FOR SEPTEMBER

Brad, Bryce, Logan Engh & Families
GREETERS FOR SEPTEMBER

Aaron & Sarah Petersen

COMMUNION PREPARATION FOR SEPTEMBER
Andrea Engh

ACOLYTES FOR SEPTEMBER

Today September 13" first day of Sunday School.

Today September 13 Confirmation class begins following church. This is the 7" and
8" graders.

The appreciation dinner will be held Sunday, September 20. This is for Sunday
School teachers, board members, musicians, LYO supervisors, custodial staff and
others that are instrumental in keeping the church running smoothly. Invitations will be
sent with an attendance reply requested.

Calendar for the Week
Sunday, September 13" 9:00 am Worship Service with Communion
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Confirmation
10:00 am Coffee
Tuesday, September 15" 9:00 am Quilter’s
6:30 pm Bible Study
Wednesday, September 16" 10:00 am Prayer Service Care Center
Sunday, September 20t 9:00 am Worship Service
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Confirmation
10:00 am Coffee
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