Welcome to St. Peter Lutheran Church
The 18™ Day after Pentecost September 27, 2026
In-Person Worship: St Peter at 9:00 am
Facebook Live, 9:00 a.m. at “St Peter Lutheran Church”
You Tube (Live) at “St Peters Lutheran Church Rockwell, I1A”
Church Office: 641-822-3101  Email: stpeter@netins.net
Lay Minister Jason Grunklee: 641-990-9328 (call or text)
Email: grunklee@gmail.com

CALL TO WORSHIP (Please Stand)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,

who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Confession and Forgiveness
Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love
to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ,

in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.



Gathering Hymn: ELW #533 “Open now Thy Gates of Beauty”

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty
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1 O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi - on, let me en - ter there,
2 Qra-cious God, I come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;

3 Here thy praise is glad -ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di - vine;
5 Speak, O God, and I  will hear thee, let thy will be done in - deed;
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where my soul in joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee,there a heav’'n on earth must be.
let my soul,where it is plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’er temp - ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er me shine
may I un - dis- turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed is this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!

To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, Ilet it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit - ful un - to life in me.
as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.

Here of life the foun - tain flows; here is balm for all our woes.

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672—1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: UNSER HERRSCHER, Joachim Neander, 1650-1680

Greeting (ELW p. 213)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

The Canticle of Praise

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, good-will to all the earth.
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:
We exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Prayer of the Day
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to

overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen. 2



(Please be seated)

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents
were and did, or who think they cannot reverse their own previous behavior. God
insistently invites people to turn and live.

'The word of the LORD came to me: ?What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s
teeth are set on edge”? ° As | live, says the Lord Gob, this proverb shall no more be
used by you in Israel. “ Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the
life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die.

> Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my
way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? “° When the righteous turn away from
their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they
have committed, they shall die. ?” Again, when the wicked turn away from the
wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their
life. “® Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they
had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. ?° Yet the house of Israel says,
“The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your
ways that are unfair?

*“Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways,
says the Lord Gob. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will
be your ruin. *' Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed
against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die,

O house of Israel? *’ For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord
GobD. Turn, then, and live.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God!

PSALM: Psalm 25:1-9
Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love. (Ps. 25:6)
' To you, O LORD,
| lift up my soul.
My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
*Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
“Show me your ways, O LORD,
and teach me your paths.
°Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have | trusted all the day long.
®Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
"Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
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remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your
goodness, O LORD.
®You are gracious and upright, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
?You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian
hymn that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s
selfless perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as the foundation for
Christian accord.

"If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in
the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, ?make my joy complete: be of the same
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. ® Do nothing from
selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than
yourselves. “ Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of
others. ° Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
®who, though he existed in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be grasped,

"but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness.

And being found in appearance as a human, ® he humbled himself and became
obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. ° Therefore God exalted him
even more highly and gave him the name that is above every other name, "’ so that at
the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, " and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father. ' Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only
in my presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with
fear and trembling, "*for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and
to work for his good pleasure.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation (Please Stand)
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Al - le-lu - 12! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - 6l our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching
there. His authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in
charge of the temple.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 215t Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

**When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came
to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and
who gave you this authority?” ** Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if
you tell me the answer, then | will also tell you by what authority | do these things.

> Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they
argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did
you not believe him?’ %° But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd, for
all regard John as a prophet.” ?” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he
said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing these things.

*8“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go
and work in the vineyard today.” ° He answered, ‘| will not,” but later he changed his
mind and went. °° The father went to the second and said the same, and he answered,
‘1 go, sir,” but he did not go. *" Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said,
“The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly | tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are
going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. ** For John came to you in the way of
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes
believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe
him.”
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The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. (Please be seated)
Children’s Sermon

Sermon

Hymn of the Day ELW #479 “We Come to the Hungry Feast”

We Come to the Hungry Feast
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1 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a word of peace.
2 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a world re - leased
3 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry that the hun - ger cease,
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To hun - gry hearts un - sat - is - fied the love of God is
from hun - gry folk of ev - Tty kind, the poor in bod -y,
and know-ing, though we eat our fill, the hun - ger will stay
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not de - nied. We come, we come to the hun - gry feast.
poor in mind. We come, we come to the hun - gry feast.
with us; still we come, we come to the hun - gry feast.

Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943
Music: HUNGRY FEAST, Ray Makeever
Text and music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

(Please Stand)

Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church, let us confess our faith:

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
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| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers:

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. (Response to the
petition. “Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.”

“Lord, Listen to" Your Children Praying” ELW #752

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord send your spirit to this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us grace.

(Leader will lead you in prayer, then sing again.)
Please remember in your prayers: Steve Swenson, Elowynn Austin, Tatum
Kuhlemeier Christine Foell, Jo Thomas, DiAnne & Dave Severin, Lorna Thompson,
Wendell & Dawn Thomas, Audrey Harder, Larry Kruckenberg, Janet Hoftiezer, Joan
Petersen, Lon Peterson, Wendy Jorgensen, Joel & Renee Dahlen and all who are
homebound or hospitalized.
“Please turn and greet your neighbor.”
Offering
The Offertory: (Please Stand) #686 “We Give Thee But Thine Own”

We Give Thee but Thine Own
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1 We give thee bur thine own, what -e’cr the gift may be;
2 May we thy boun - ties thus as stew - ards true re - ceive,
3 TThe cap -tive  to e - lease, to God the lost to bring,
4 And we Dbe - lieve thy word, though dim our faith may be:
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all that we have is thine a - lone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
and glad - 1y, as thou bless-est us, to  thee our first- fruits give.
to teach the way of life and peace—it is a Christ-like thing.
what-e’er we do for thine, O Lord, we do it un - o thee.

Test: William W, How, 18231897, alr.
Music: HHEATH, L. Mason and G. Webb, Cantica Lauda, 1850



Offering Prayer

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.

All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our
abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and
always.

Amen.

Holy Communion

Words of Institution: “In the night in which he was betrayed... ©

The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught;

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion Distribution (Please be seated)

Prayer after Communion

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of
your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen.

Blessing

The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,

in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace

*+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Sending Hymn ELW #545 “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”



Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
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1 Lord, dis - miss us with your bless-ing, fill our hearts with joy and peace;
2 Thanks we give and ad - o - ra - tion for your gos - pel’s joy - ful sound.
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Sav - ior, when your love shall call us from our strug-gling pil - grim way,
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let us each, your love pos - sess-ing, tri-umph in re - deem-ing grace.
May the fruits of your sal - va - tion in our hearts and lives a - bound.
let no fear of death ap - pall us, glad your sum-mons to o - bey.
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Oh, re - fresh us; oh, re - fresh us, trav-"ling through this wil-der-ness.
Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful to your truth may we be found.
May we ev - er, may we ev - er reign with you in end-less day.
Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 1823—-1903, st. 3, alt.

Music: SICILIAN MARINERS, Sicilian, 18th cent.

Dismissal
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

Church Streaming & Podcast License, size C (200-499), CSPL071564 expiration date 6/30/2027
Church Copyright License, Size C (200-499), 11231032 expiration date 6/30/2027

ANNOUNCEMENTS

USHERS FOR OCTOBER

Aaron Petersen & Families

GREETERS FOR OCTOBER

Dawn Floy & Janan Wegner

COMMUNION PREPARATION FOR OCTOBER
Dawn Floy & Janan Wegner

ACOLYTES FOR OCTOBER

Thank you to everyone that brought plastic containers for us to use for leftovers, but
our cupboards are full! We'll let you know if we need more. There are also several pans
on the counter in case you forgot to pick them up. Lately the counter has been full of
leftover paper products and other things. The lack of usable space makes it difficult
when anyone is serving a meal or other events so please take things with you when
you are finished.
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Fellowship games will meet on the first and third Wednesdays of each month for 3™
through High school students at the Middle School in the big gym. A light meal will be
served at 5:30 for any student wishing to attend followed with huddle time and games
from 6:00-7:00PM. Instead of asking for volunteers to provide a light meal for the kids
they are asking volunteers to make cookies or bars and for cash donations to serve the
same meal both nights. There are 50 - 60 kids that take part in this Wednesday night
active. If you would like to give a cash donation to help with a light meal please call
Dean and Bonita Weber at 641-822-4588 or see Matthew Fjone. They will meet for the
first time this year on Wednesday, October 7",

Fall Festival is October 17" from 9:00 -2:00

Bake Sale: we appreciate all donated items

Silent Auction: There will be a silent auction available at this year’s Fall Festival.
If you are interested in helping we would like to have donations of crafts and
variety baskets such as theater supplies, meal products, seasonal crafts, etc.
Please have them at the church by 9:00 am Saturday, October 17t". See Lana if
you have items to donate or have any questions.

Raffle: Yeti Cooler and Quilt

Lunch served from 10:30 — 1:00. Beefburgers, Chili, Chips, Bars, and drink. A
donation sheet will be posted in September in back of the church

Sacred Heart Parish Rockwell will be having their Annual Turkey Dinner on Sunday
October 18, 2026, as a takeout drive thru only. We will serve from 11:00 am to 1:00
pm or until all is gone. Our menu will be Turkey, dressing, potatoes, gravy, corn,
cranberries, tea biscuit and apple or pumpkin pie. The cost is $15.00 a meal. Please
enter thru parking lot. Come and enjoy a great meal

Calendar for the Week

Sunday, September 27t 9:00 am Worship Service with Communion
10:15 am Sunday School & Confirmation
10:00 am Coffee

Tuesday, September 29t 9:00 am Quilter’s
6:30 pm Bible Study

Sunday, October 4" 9:00 am Worship Service
10:15 am Sunday School & Confirmation
10:00 am Coffee

10



